San Marin High School

PSYCHOLOGY COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Mr. Spinrad

Course Goals
This course, a social studies elective, is a one-year senior-level survey class of psychology designed to introduce the systematic study of human behavior and experience through the study of major perspectives in this field. You will gain an understanding of the key concepts and methods used in the development and verification of these perspectives. The course provides a sound foundation to college level introductory psychology courses.  Some units will be partially taught by the use of models, simulations, and case studies. 
Course Standards: 

There are no state standards for psychology. Instead. I have adopted the standards recommended by the American Psychological Association. 

Course Objectives

Quarter 1 and 2






Quarter 3 and 4

Intro to Psych and Methodology



Behavioral Perspective
Social Psychology




Developmental Theories
Biological Basis of Behavior 



Cognitive Development Psychodynamics


Humanistic/ Existential/ Phenomenological Perspectives
Senses and Perception 




Psychological Disorders and Treatment

Course Reading Materials
Open source texts linked to my website: Spinrad.Weebly.com
Progress Reporting

Grades shall be reported at the end of each progress reporting period for all students. Progress reports will be mailed home and/or accessible to parents online approximately every five/six weeks. Whenever a student falls below a C- after the second Progress Report for either semester, the teacher shall arrange a conference with the student’s parent/guardian and/or send a written report (Board Policy 5121).

Homework
Homework may take the form of downloading a video off Spinrad.Weebly.com, reading a textbook chapter, taking notes from a news article, novel or interview, preparing a presentation, studying for a quiz, or writing a paragraph or a paper.  Check the board for all assignment due dates.  I give at least one extra credit opportunity per quarter, but extra credit will not make up for many missed assignments. Those who consistently come to class, bring their book, take notes, do the class work, and turn in completed homework almost always do well. Top achievers will also excel on the final exam, which is 10 to 20% of the grade. I post grades on Aeries.
Tardies and poor behavior will be dealt with by conference with me. Hats and cell phones are a distraction. 
Grading

I grade on a four point scale.   I recommend that you keep every graded assignment for review since I tend to revisit topics for the final exam.  Each assignment, unit and the final grade will be based on the following scale:

3.25 - 4= A

2.5 –  3.24 = B

1.75–  2.49 = C

1–  1.74 = D

0   –    .9 = F

Contact


I enjoy working with students one-on-one. I am available by appointment and before or after school.  You may also contact me by leaving a phone message at school or sending email. Send email to mspinrad@nusd.org. Please do not send email messages that I need to read right away. 
