
Spinrad/APMicroeconomics

FINAL PROJECT - 2015
· The goal of this project is to research a topic [from the list below or from a topic of your own choosing, with my approval first] and create a product reflecting that research in the form of an in​-depth PowerPoint presentation [PPT], or a comprehensive research paper. 

· It will be worth 180 points [with a 10 point extra credit option]. Obviously, it must be historically accurate, show insight and creativity, and be completed by Wednesday, May 27, 2015 [burned on a CD or stored on a zip disk or a flash drive, in the case of the PPT]. A paper copy of a formal bibliography [in the MLA/APA style of citations] must be included. 

· You will present your thesis and a highlight of your work in a 15-minute presentation. Practice your presentation! I will cut you off after 15 minutes. The presentation is worth 60 of the 180 points. You may work alone or in a pair if you choose the PowerPoint project. The research paper is a solo project. 

Each project begins with a thesis about your topic. This must be the point your project is centered around. 

You will submit theses to me for approval on or before May 18th. If I don’t approve, you may be duplicating a topic and you will lose credit.

1. PowerPoint Presentation: 

1. 15 content slides, excluding title and sub-title/section slides [if you do this alone] or 30 content slides [if done in a pair]. Divide your presentation into sub-topics/sections. 

2. Text should be clear, concise, and to the point [don't clutter a slide with more than 5 bulleted pieces of information]. 

3. Graphics MUST BE VERY CLEAR, not foggy or blurry. They can include pictures, photos, art, maps, charts, graphs, etc.]. 

4. Sound is optional [if included, use sparingly and for special effect or mood]. 

5. Animation also should be used for special effect or emphasis. Don't go zooming or flying in everything on the slide [it should not distract from the information presented on that slide]. 

6. You MUST add notes to all of the slides of a few sentences in length per slide. These notes should reflect the information that you would verbalize if giving an oral presentation or that you feel would add more background, explanation, or meaning to the slide, but that you don't feel is important enough to emphasis on the slide itself. 

7. Besides the content, a PowerPoint presentation should have a good background and color scheme that reflects in some way the subject being presented. You should NOT have a different background color or design for each slide.

8. This is NOT a "cut-and-paste" project!! Thought, research, and organization must be evident to obtain a high grade. 

9. An additional 10 points can be gained by increasing your PPT by adding 7/14 [if a pair] content slides of substantive information/graphics to your original presentation.

Your grade will be based on the following criteria: 

1. 100 points - for content and proper citations. 

2. 20 points - for visuals/graphics [and their appropriateness]. 

3. 60 points - for organization, formatting, clarity of theme/thesis/continuity/slide notes. 10 extra credit points - for 7/14 additional content slides. 

2. Paper: 

1. You must create a compelling question that would generate opposing points of view. [It should be an umbrella or essential question!] 

2. The question must be a controversial point of Microeconomics.

3. The paper should be 5-7 pages, 12-point, Times Roman, not including bibliography or cover page

4. You must have your compelling question written and submitted to me for approval by May 20. (Turn it in for the OK.) 

5. You can gain an additional 20 points by creating a separate question that includes FIVE key discussion questions that could be used by a discussion leader. 

Your grade will be based on the following criteria: 

1. 180 points - for the paper 

2. 10 extra credit points – separate question with five accompanying discussion questions. 

3. You have used at least six sources, including two books, properly cited.

** Fair Use ** 

All materials downloaded for your PowerPoint or paper need to be appropriately cited. 

POSSIBLE PROJECT TOPICS
1. Interview a business. Examine a product the business sells, and make a table of supply and demand at different price levels. Graph the results. Include labels of elasticity and inelasticity at parts of the graph. Give recommendations of what price point the company should sell the product and why.

2. Interview an export/import business and find the terms of trade for two items—one exported and one imported. Research how those terms were agreed upon and how tariffs and taxes have influenced the trade patterns.

3. Interview a business. Research the short run production costs of a business. Graph the results. Your graph must have MC, ATC, AVC, and AFC. At what quantity should the business produce its product?

4. Interview a regulated monopoly business. Examine profit maximization Graph MC, ATC, D, and MR. Show economic profit.

5. Interview a regulated monopoly business. Examine profit maximization Graph MC, ATC, D, and MR. Show the monopoly price versus the fair-return price versus the socially optimal price.

6. Interview an oligopoly business. Examine profit maximization Graph MC, ATC, D, and MR. Show economic profit.

7. Interview a monopolistic competition business. Examine profit maximization Graph MC, ATC, D, and MR. Show economic profit.

8. Interview a business. Graph how a business used price discrimination for different groups of buyers.

9. Interview a business. Graph the growth of the business R&D over time (five years or more), explaining why the expenditures have increased or decreased. Find the source of R&D funds and explain why the business uses this source.

10. Interview a government agency that deals with externalities and market failure. Describe what the agency does and graph the optimal amount of the externality reduction based on your research.
11. Read any five chapters of Free to Choose by Milton Friedman. Create a compelling question that would generate opposing points of view and answer it based on this book and other sources that you researched.

12. Read any five chapters of The World is Flat by Thomas Friedman. Create a compelling question that would generate opposing points of view and answer it based on this book and other sources that you researched.

13. Research a. what Obamacare will do and b. what the left and right say about Obamacare.

14. Examine oligopolistic gas prices and make conclusions from the evidence over a two-year period.

Remember: no more than one person/group per topic. There are plenty to go around. 
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