To: American Government Students

Re: THE VEIL OF IGNORANCE

The question before us concerns the brown paper bag in the front of the room, aptly named, “The Brown Paper Bag.”  Inside that bag, sealed unto itself, like a prison, by titanium alloy staples, you will find the elusive treasure sought by students around the world… Grade Tokens.  I, your teacher, am empowered to collect the tokens in exchange for points used to determine your final grade.  Now, if there are 30 tokens in the bag, and each token was worth 1000 points, then you could all just tear open the bag and distribute the points to each other, get an “A” in this course, and probably have some points left over.  However… what happens if there are only 10 tokens worth 20 points each?  That is not enough for everyone to coast on through to graduation.  How will you decide who should receive the tokens then?  Should those in the most need of an improved grade get them?  What about those whose grades are high, should they get the tokens?  Afterall, they earned it, right?  Should there be a coin toss?  Rock-Paper-Scissors perhaps?  Would that be fair?  Your task, ladies and gentlemen, is to arrive at a method of distribution on which the entire community, that is this classroom, can agree.

This is your challenge.  As  rational, mature and fundamentally aware human beings, you MUST – as a community – as a class – determine in what fashion the tokens will be distributed.  Wars have begun over issues like this, unfortunately due to school regulations, you are required to find a more diplomatic and political resolution. 

The number of tokens contained in the bag is unknown, and the bag may NOT be opened prior to achieving a group consensus verified by a secret ballot vote.  The Brown Paper Bag is a barrier between you and the true knowledge of your options; it is your “Veil of Ignorance.”

