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          Passing Legislation Analysis
Directions:  After developing an issue or selecting one below, design a bill that you will place before Congress.  Then explain how each of the following will enhance, or detract, from passage of your bill. Your bill will begin with: Be it enacted. . . .
1. Which House of Representative and US Senate standing committees will hold hearings on your bill?

2. How will each of the following impact your bill? Will they support or not support passage of your bill? 

a. Political party - What party do you represent and is that in the majority or minority in the 113th Congress? Explain how the parties respond to your legislation.  
b. Constituents- Will they support passage of this legislation and why?

c.  Special Interest Groups -- Who will support and who will not support your legislation? What sort of influence (strategies or tactics)  (describe two examples) would these SIGS use?

d. Presidential support? Explain
e. Explain two places in the “bill-making” process, where your bill could be “killed”. 

f.  How will divided government (or the polarization (gridlock) of Congress)  affect your legislation?
Issue Selection- Select one or design your own. 

· Fund a “speed train” between LA and Las Vegas. $350 billion
· Dream Act achieves fruition. You cite the particulars. 
· Cut Social Security allocations by 25% to increase the longevity of the program. 
· Increase defense spending by a minimum of 15% per year for the next decade to fight terrorism. 
· Create a national sales tax (Value Added Tax) of which the income would be used to invest in America by the federal government. 
· $15 billion to establish a National Youth Corps program to subsidize today’s youth. 

Format: 2-3 pages, ink or typed, with proper endnoting + work cited sections. At least 3 

References:

http://www.senate.gov/

http://www.house.gov/
DUE: ___________________

Legislation Rubrics
Bill: _____________________________


Name _____________ PD ______
SIGS: _____________________________   
House Committee ________________


____________________________
Senate Committee ________________
5
3
1

__       __       __       Thesis explaining your legislation. Topic Sentence, 5+ sentences
__
__
__
A bill is adequately designed

__
__
__
House + Senate Committees are accurately selected.

__
__
__
Political Party support is properly indicated.

__
__
__
Constituents factor is identified and explained.

__
__
__
SIGS are identified +two influential strategies are explained.

__
__
__
Presidential support is explained.

__
__
__
“Bill Killing” process is described accurately. 

__
__
__
Divided government analysis is explained thoroughly. 

__
__
__
Spelling, syntax, semantics, grammar are used properly

__
__
__
Endnoting and work cited features (at least 3) are used accurately.



__
(60) Total
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