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Mass Media Exercise
Directions: Match the statements below to the media roles.

W= Watchdog

S = Signaler
PR= Public Representative 
CC = Common Carrier





N = None listed

_____
1. Interpretative reporting is LEAST appropriate for which of the following roles. 

_____
2. In this role, the press has the ability to influence the public.
_____
3. This role the press acts a censor, eliminating all relevant information. 

_____
4. “It is our duty. . .to put before the nation its unfinished business.”

_____
5. The media perform this role by  informing the public of important news developments as quickly 
as possible. 

_____
6.This  news media’s role is based on the idea that the press should provide a channel through which 
political leaders can communicate their views to the public.
____
7. What role is the media “LEAST” equipped to carry out properly?

_____   8. Journalists are to maintain close ties with political elites. They are performing their ___ roles. 

_____
9. But this conflicts with their ____ role of being skeptical of public officials. 
_____
10. With more than half of its available assets in Washington D.C., the media has this role fully



covered. 

_____
11. The media reports the news from “nobody’s point of view.” 

_____
12. Too often “good stories” may be dramatic, but not necessarily relevant to other domestic 


priorities. 

_____
13. The media is responsible for alerting the public. 
_____
14. Much of what is reported by the media is negative because of this role.

_____
15. Politicians try to get the most favorable coverage they can from this role.
_____
16. The New York Times’ motto is “All the News that is Fit to Print”. What role does that fulfill?

_____
17. Partisanship is an accepted commodity within this role.

______
18. Because they lack accountability for their dissemination of the news, the media has a difficult



time fulfilling this role. 

_____
19. The media investigation into Watergate and Monicagate is an example of this role.

_____
20. In its attempt to get the “scoop” or get the “breaking news” on the air, the media takes a cynical 
approach to disseminating the news. 
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Key: 1. CC
2S
3N
4PR
5S
6CC
7PR
8CC
9WD
10S
11PR
12PR
13S
14WD
15CC
16S
17N
18PR
19W
20WD

Key B: 
1CC
2PR
3S
4S
5N
6CC
7PR
8CC
9PR
10PR
11W
12S
13S
14W
15N
16PR
17CC
18S
19W
20w

The shrinking sound bite is an example of the diminishing importance of this role. cc
