End of Year Choice Project

This project is designed to enrich your academic experience and work on 21st Century Skills.  Your project will address Communication Skills, Information Processing Skills, Technology Integration Skills and Problem Solving Skills. 
You have some choices as to what you select and how you utilize the above skills.  All projects must be related to one of the psychological concepts we’ve studied this year and are worth the same amount of points.

Your Choices

Chapter 1 Foundations and Research Methods

· Analyze two psychological studies from Forty Studies that Changed Psychology.  You will need to answer the following questions in essay form, using the bolded words for the heading for each section/question. You will then create a brief prezi containing one text box per bold heading.  Prezi must contain at least one image for each study and a video clip related to the studies.  Follow this format for your presentation:
· The Question What aspect of behavior were the researchers interested in/what question were they trying to answer? 
· Summary Summarize the results of the study
· Significance/Criticism Discuss one example of the significance of the study and one criticism of the research.
· Further Research/Application Discuss one example of how researchers could continue with related research or how this research has been applied in future studies.
· Learning What did you learn from this study and how does it relate to your knowledge of psychology?
· Create a blabberize (talking animation) for each of the following psychologists: Sigmund Freud, BF Skinner, John Watson, Abraham Maslow, and Carl Rogers.  The script should include basic biographical information, specifics of their theories/research, contributions to the field of psychology and common criticisms. This will involve gathering an image for each person, creating a script for each person and recording your script.  You will then enter the links into a PowerPoint using one slide per person.  You will need to provide a works cited page for the information in your script. 
Chapter 2 Brain and Nervous System

· Research Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) and create a series of 3 pamphlets or record a 1-minute public service announcement (video or radio commercial) teaching people about issues associated with TBI.  Provide a works cited page with your research information.
· Research concussions in sports and create a series of 3 pamphlets or record a 1 minute public service announcement (video or radio commercial) teaching people about the dangers of concussions in sports, how to recognize a concussion and how to respond in these situations.  Provide a works cited page with your research information
Chapter 3 Sensation and Perception

· Create and conduct an experiment to test the absolute and difference thresholds for sight, taste, smell and touch.  Formally write out your experiments and results and present in prezi format

· Research deafness and debate the issue of cochlear implants in children.  Provide a works cited page and present both sides of the debate in a prezi or PowerPoint.

Chapter 4 States of Consciousness

· Create a series of posters that could be used to show the categories of drugs, types of drugs in each category and their effects on the body and harmful effects (marijuana, MDMA, amphetamines, cocaine, opiates, tranquilizers, barbiturates, nicotine).  Posters should be of excellent quality, include color images and worthy of display.  In addition, you must create a PowerPoint with one slide for each drug telling the statistics of addiction and withdrawal effects of each drug. You must include a works cited page for all information and images.
· Create and record a 1 minute public service announcement (video or radio commercial) that would be worthy enough to use in a DARE type program.  Choose a drug that is commonly abused and outline the harmful effects of that drug and reasons for the children to say “no”.  Include a works cited page for all information and images.
Chapter 5 Principles of Learning

· Research behavior plans and behavior modification. Choose a movie or TV character and write a behavior plan to target improving or stopping a specific behavior.  Present your plan in a prezi.  Provide a works cited page.

· Watch two episodes of “John and Kate Plus 8”, “Super Nanny”, “Nanny 911” or “World’s Strictest Parents” (do not watch the same show twice) and apply the principles of learning to these episodes.  You should be able to find many examples of operant conditioning (and punishment) and observational learning, but there will also be examples of classical conditioning as well.  Write a detailed summary and analysis of the show including the learning principles observed, how they were used and how effective each technique was.  Be sure to use the CORRECT terminology when describing the theories in action.  Present key information in a 4 slide PowerPoint for each show.

Applicable to ANY chapter

· Write and record a song (it must have lyrics) about material in one of the chapters.  Choose something that’s been particularly interesting to you or something that you had a difficult time understanding.
· Produce a short movie ~5 minutes teaching a psychological concept
· Create a playlist of 5 songs relevant to each chapter.  Provide lyrics and imbed (do not simply add a link) YouTube clips of each song in a PowerPoint or prezi.  Explain how each song is relevant to the content.
	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Content
	Covers topic in-depth with details and examples. Subject knowledge is excellent.
	Includes essential knowledge about the topic. Subject knowledge appears to be good.
	Includes essential information about the topic but there are 1-2 factual errors.
	Content is minimal OR there are several factual errors.

	Presentation
	Well-rehearsed with smooth delivery that holds audience attention.
	Rehearsed with fairly smooth delivery that holds audience attention most of the time.
	Delivery not smooth, but able to maintain interest of the audience most of the time.
	Delivery not smooth and audience attention often lost.

	Attractiveness
	Makes excellent use of font, color, graphics, effects, etc. to enhance the presentation.
	Makes good use of font, color, graphics, effects, etc. to enhance to presentation.
	Makes use of font, color, graphics, effects, etc. but occasionally these detract from the presentation content.
	Use of font, color, graphics, effects etc. but these often distract from the presentaion content.

	Technology Integration
	Technology medium is used in a way that maximizes the effectiveness of the presentation. All required material is included
	Technology medium is used in a way that contributes to the effectiveness of the presentation. Some required material is missing
	Technology medium is used in a way that overall does not contribute to the effectiveness of the presentation.
	Technology medium is used at a basic level or does not enhance the presentation

	Images
	Images are appropriate to the content and enhance the presentation
	Most images are appropriate to the content and sort of enhance the presentation
	Most images are not appropriate to the content and minimally enhance the presentation
	Images generally do nothing to enhance the presentation

	Sources
	Source information collected for all graphics, facts and quotes. All documented in desired format.
	Source information collected for all graphics, facts and quotes. Most documented in desired format.
	Source information collected for graphics, facts and quotes, but not documented in desired format.
	Very little or no source information was collected.

	Originality
	Product shows a large amount of original thought. Ideas are creative and inventive.
	Product shows some original thought. Work shows new ideas and insights.
	Uses other people's ideas (giving them credit), but there is little evidence of original thinking.
	Uses other people's ideas, but does not give them credit.
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