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Important Congressional Legislation

+ 1965 Voting Rights Act – suspended literary tests and all other devices to prevent voting. Also, federal examiners to encourage voting.
+ 1970 Voting Rights Act – Right to vote in federal election was given to 18 year olds.

+ 1946 Federal Regulation of Lobbying Act – Requires groups + individuals seeking to influence legislation to register + to file quarterly financial reports. (not enforced) 

+ 1932 Norris-La Guardia – Injunction restricted in labor disputes. 

+ 1973 War Powers Act – Limit of 60 days on sending troops into conflict unless a declaration of war. President must report to Congress in 48 hours. Commitment must end in 60 days unless Congress passes a declaration of war or issues a resolution that extends the deadline. 

+ 1974 Congressional Budget + Impoundment Act – Curbs “impoundment power” of the president. Chief executive “must” spend what is allocated or Congress withdraws the funding.

+ Pendelton Act – Provides for merit system of hiring and the elimination of patronage – Civil Service.

+1934 Hatch Act – Illegal for federal civil service employees to take an active part in political management or political campaigns, soliciting funds, running for office, endorsing a candidate or being a delegate.

+ 1964 Civil Rights Act – Voting-same for all races. Public accommodations, hotels, restaurants and movie theaters. Schools + governments could bring lawsuits to desegregate.
Employment- outlawed discrimination in hiring or firing. Federal funds will be cut off if above said bodies are discriminatory. 

+ 1920s Sedition Act – First effort by the republic to define acceptable limits of public criticism of government. First Amendment does not prohibit punishing newspapers from printing false and malicious reports. Repealed in 1921.

+ 1917 Espionage Act – Crime to make false statements with intent of interfering with American Military Forces. Can’t use mail to send material violating the law or advocating treason, insurrection, or forcible resistance to any law of the US.

+ 1918 – Espionage Act II – Made it a crime to utter print , write or publish disloyal, profane, scurrilous or abusive language used to incite resistance. 

+ 1940- Smith Act – Punished those who willfully advocate the overthrow of the government by force and violence, also a crime to be part of any group that also advocates violence. 
+ Simpson-Mazzoli Act – Employers had to document citizenship of employee. 

+1943 GI Bill – College or home buying benefits for military veterans; now titled the Montgomery GI Bill which includes dependent privileges. 

+ 1950 - Internal Security Act – Required Communist Party to register and make public its membership and it barred members from holding federally appointed office. 
+ 1968 – Civil Rights Act – banned discrimination in buying housing + rental. (Open Housing Act) 

+ 1965 – Medicare Act – Federal medical program for the elderly.

+ 1965 – Medicaid Act – Federal medical program for children under 18. 

+ 1947 – Taft Hartley Act – anti-union ruling that prevents labor strikes that will affect the nation’s welfare. President can invoke a 60 day cooling off period for negotiations. 

+ 1990 – American Disabilities Act – Required employers + public facilities to prohibit discrimination and to make reasonable accommodations for the disabled.
+ 1971- McGovern-Frasier Commission – Tried to make political party conventions more representative.

+ 1974 – Federal Election Campaign Act – Created Federal Election Commission, provided public financing for presidential primaries and general elections. Unwittingly created Political Action Committees (PACs) 

+1992 Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell- Military Gay policy- Restricts military from asking sexual preference of its personnel. Rescinded 2013
+ 1993 – Motor Voter Act – Requires states to permit people to register at the same time they apply for a drivers license.

+ 1993 – Gramm-Rudman Act- Mandated a maximum allowable deficit level each year until budget is balanced. Lates 1990’s it was successful but post 9-11 budgetary expenditures have far exceeded the act’s mandates. 

+2001 – No Child Left Behind Act – Sets federal standards for educational achievement and financially reprimands school districts that do not meet these standards. Federal monies are provided for schools that agree to achieve set standards. 

+ 1935 – Social Security Act – Provides a minimal level of sustenance for retiring Americans. It has expanded to include disabled, and widows and surviving children of recipients. It also established national assistance programs for poor children, known as Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC). 
+ 1996 Defense of Marriage Act – (DOMA)  Marriage is a legal union between a man and a woman. Rescinded 2013
+ 1996 – Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (Welfare to Work Act) – A welfare recipient would have to find work w/in two years or lose benefits; a lifetime maximum of five years on welfare. Replaced AFDC with Temporary Assistance for Need Families (TANF). 

+ 2002 Patriot Act – Provides federal government the means to secure and protect the citizenry by restricting due process provisions. 
+ 2008 Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP) - $750 Billion Bail Out of Financial Institutions (TARP)--  Provided funds to shore up the destabilized financial markets that loan funds to banks and credit institutions. 

+ 2009 American Recovery + Reinvestment Act (ARRA)-  $850 Billion Bail Out for the states and individuals  – Provided funds to assist State governments with Medicaid and unemployment assistance, and individuals with forclosure debts and underwater loans. 

+ 2010- The Patient Protection + Affordable Act - Obama Care – National health care plan for all Americans. $800+ billion. Fully instated in 2014
